
Syrian Constitution Committee Position Papers – azmun54 
 

Ahmed Qureshi 
 
I. Recalling the Arabic Spring when the Middle East was fighting for the democracy and social justice, no one 
could expect that the uprisings would unleash a big Civil War in Syria, and the worst refugee’s crisis since the 
Second World War. 
 
Bearing in mind the Syria`s current situation draws the attention the conflict dimension, because it becomes a 
international conflict since the ISIS raises a world potential eminency. Furthermore there is a big diplomatic 
battle between Bashar al-Assad allies (Russia and China) against Rebels allies (USA, EEU) making the politic 
and military peacemaking difficult. The Syria population is entirely at the mercy of ISIS brutalities and Air 
Strikes that kill thousands of innocent people. ONU has saved a thousand of refugees life’s in Syria working 
with social organizations and has made a great work pressuring the EEU to rethink about your immigrant 
policy. But it is an immediately alternative, the real solution is an agreement among the leaders of the conflict 
about the new Syrian Constitution that could provide the peace building. 
 
Taking into consideration the Syria ethnic and religious groups division, it’s really important to create a new 
constitution that can unite and finish with the difference between the population with democracy and freedom. 
The best alternative is creating a consociational governance divide in two entities: The Arabic Syrian and The 
Kurds, because they are the most influent ethnic groups in Syria. The presidency will rotate among the two 
chairs democratically elected within two years terms each one. The socialist influence in the Arabic World 
draws the attention and it certainly will be an important factor on the building process of the new constitution, 
because the old dream of The Great Arabic nation still remains and the consociational governance is the only 
way to unite the Syrian people again. It’s also necessary break down the radicalism to avoid conflicts, in other 
words, the new constitution might reform conflict-maker points. The religious institutions have an important 
paper in Arabic societies, the religion can unite or destroy a nation, so its better made a separation of church and 
state. 
 
Having examined the Syria ethnic, religious and historic situation is possible affirm that the following factors 
are essential to the success of a new constitution. The deposition of Bashar Al-Assad, because his presence 
inflame and help the radicalism speech making the peacemaking process harder. The division of Kurds and 
Arabic Syria entities can solve the big politic clash that has weakening Syria in the last five years, however the 
best thing of this new constitution is bring the old socialist dream of The Great Arabic back. 
 

Musa Shamon, Moderate Islamist Party 
 

II. The Moderate Islamist Party of Syria has recognized a great need to overhaul the framework of Syria’s 
current system of government and plans to create a new, lasting constitution that properly represents its citizens. 
Greatly perturbed by the ongoing, brutal civil war and taken aback by the Syrian parties’ inability to come to a 
resolution on the matter, the Moderate Islamist Party wishes for an end to fighting and a consensus on the 
matter of government. Due to the bourgeoisie-elite that have dominated the nation for far too long, the interest 
of the common people has been ignored and tensions have erupted between groups. Radical terror groups such 
as ISIS have run rampant and destroyed not only the livelihood of the Syrian people, but many monuments that 
represent the rich history of the land. President Bashar al-Assad and the rest of the current Syrian government 
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has been ineffective in protecting and serving its people. Tensions between Islamic sects and interest groups 
have led to violence and inefficiency in the country. In order to preserve the ideals of the Syrian nation, a 
representative democracy must be implemented. Corrupt leaders, especially President Assad must be removed 
and replaced with new, fairly elected officials. To keep the best interests of the diverse factions in Syria, a 
Western-like congress will be established in which districts elect a representative to make decisions for them at 
the national level and no party may be guaranteed a majority. In addition to this, the presidential power to 
amend the constitution will be stripped, and the judicial branch will receive more power and ultimate judicial 
review. Term limits will be set on positions and bureaus will be created to oversee both the legitimacy and 
faithfulness of government officials. Consequences for atrocities on constituents will be clear and enforced, and 
a set of civil rights and liberties will be established, including rights of civil disobedience and protection against 
discrimination. 
 
II. Since the beginning of Syrian tensions, close to 11 million citizens have been displaced in either other 
regions of the nations or other countries. This staggering amount is a clear sign of the disarray in the nation, and 
is also pragmatic for the reconstruction and productivity of the nation. Similar cases in Bhutan and Nepal have 
been handled so ineffectively that even decades after the conflict had been “resolved” hundreds of thousands of 
refugees still remained in refugee camps. If Syria follows suit, it can be assumed that a record amount of 
refugees will be living and dying in camps, ultimately leading to the overall detriment of the nation. A solution 
has presented itself from one of ISIS’s many atrocities: the mass destruction of infrastructure, including 
renowned ancient landmarks. Just as the United States created public works projects to stimulate economic 
growth and get its people working again. Syria can create similar projects rebuilding cities and paying tribute to 
the pieces of history it has lost. Though it is clear that such an undertaking would be costly and would never be 
able to return the nation to its former state, it is a start in reclaiming Syrian pride and getting the nation back on 
its feet. Money will need to be loaned from other willing nations and temporary living arrangements will need 
to be supplied with the help of organizations such as Habitat for Humanity. Architects can be hired to construct 
monuments that honor what has been sacrificed in this civil war and refugees can be hired as labor, which given 
their current situations, it could be assumed that the workforce would be ample. Without proper roads, housing, 
and other crucial buildings, the nation cannot develop into a cohesive, functioning unit, and the refugee crisis 
can be viewed as the solution to this problem. 
 

Nisreen Bishara (Cochair Of The Major Liberal Party 
 
I. Because the constitution drafted will be submitted to the Syrian people for approval, all parties present must 
create a document that will be acceptable to the greatest number of people. The Liberal Party’s platform, 
therefore, is the most fitting – a representative democracy without explicit ties to any one religious group will 
be most likely to pass, given the diversity of religious views and ethnic backgrounds among the people this 
constitution will serve, and the Alawite over-representation in the al-Assad government that has contributed to 
sectarian tensions. 
 
I also support the formation of a coalition-style government in which any governing party will need to 
cooperate in order to form a majority, but am willing to negotiate for any type of representative democracy. I 
also support the formation of a truly independent judiciary (with the use of juries in civil and criminal courts, as 
the current system employs none2) as to prevent the human rights abuses so prevalent under the al-Assad 
government. 
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All Syrians, regardless of gender or religion, should have voting rights, including those currently living in 
refugee camps and those who have left the country, as long as they maintain their citizenship. A commission to 
run fair elections and potentially to register voters should be mandated in this constitution, because individual 
enfranchisement and electoral fairness is necessary for a stable country. 
 

Radical Islamist Party 
 

The Radical Islamist party’s ideals are clear. We support a state governed by sharia law, and the will of God as 
stated in the Quran. In order to fully establish a truly Islamic state (no reference to the Islamic state group) a 
vanguard of top Islamic clerics must be put into to power at the head of the government. The clerics should 
afterwards come to a consensus and confirm a caliph or emir. An Islamic state or a caliphate would ensure that 
western infidels do not interfere in Syrian affairs, which is in fact what caused the war in the first place. 
Furthermore a society governed by the will of God shall be protected from any catastrophes. In order to engrain 
the word of God, now transmitted through the state, schools must teach an Islamic curriculum so that the youth 
of Syria stay true to the messages of the great martyrs that fought for the establishment of the caliphate. The 
infidels in Iran and Saudi Arabia have attempted to establish similar Islamic states however western 
Imperialism has corrupted the Saudis and the government of Iran is led by Shia infidels. These two constitutions 
offer some promise however, but the role of the Islamic State should be only to transmit the word of god in its 
purest and most uncorrupted form, into practice, not to change the word of god and introduce “liberal” reforms 
which pollute the society and the minds of the people. 
 
The Radical Islamic Party also recognizes that the purpose of these talks is to prevent any further conflict and 
civilian casualties. Therefore, although we see a strong Islamic state as the best possible solution for Syria, we 
are willing to compromise on several aspects. Syria is divided among several ethnic groups be it Alawite, Sunni, 
Kurd, etc. more so now than ever. We are willing to support a federal Republic as well, consisting of Sunni 
states, Alawite states, and Kurdish states, each making their own laws regarding the way they govern their 
people, overseen loosely by a central government in Damascus. This allows majority Sunni areas to have Sharia 
Law, while areas consisting of more secular or “liberal” populations can be governed accordingly. We are 
willing to debate the rights of these states in regard to military, economy, etc. A federal system ensures that 
Syria does not break out into another civil war, which is in essence the point of this conference. We must look 
at the successes of the Dayton Accords which ended the war in Bosnia and The Good Friday Agreement in 
Northern Ireland if the course we want to pursue is that of a more decentralized Syrian state. 
In regard to the implementation of the new Syrian Constitution, we are firmly opposed to any involvement by 
the west. The various groups controlling territory are represented at this conference and thus should disarm after 
a decision is made. The territory that these groups control should be at the very least considered if Syria will in 
fact be divided into various federal states. This territory is not arbitrary; it is often times representative of the 
populations that live there. Jabhat al-Nusra for example controls Idlib city and various swaths of countryside in 
the north west of Syria, territorial control such as this must be taken into account when establishing new 
boundaries. Additionally the armed groups that are in control of these various territories might become the 
unofficial militaries, or defense forces of newly established territorial entities. 
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Amal Kassis, Chair Of Moderate Conservative Party 
 

II. To date, the number of Syrian refugees is alarming. About half of the original Syrian population lives outside 
of their homes. The new Syrian estate will not be able to be established without the support of half of its people; 
therefore the safe return of refugees to their country is a priority as well as ensuring their life conditions are 
assured.  
The delegation thinks that the new Syrian constitution should focus on laws that are universal and apply to all 
possible conflicts in the future. However, in the specific case of reintegration of refugees, there should be added 
a special clause in the constitution and laws should cover the following areas: creating work opportunities and 
programs for refugees’ establishment of their houses, ensuring a good educational level, creating hospitals and 
clinics as well as reliable health services. 
 
Moreover, when the writing process of the constitution is finished, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees will ensure that every Syrian refugee age of eighteen or above can participate in a referendum to 
approve it. 
 
II. Syria is composed of several ethno-religious groups that include the Sunni, Kurd, Shia and Druze. 
Cooperation and inclusion of all of them is essential for the new State to work. The new constitution should 
consider the needs of all of them, while giving special preference to none of them, thus ensuring equality above 
all else. In the delegation’s opinion, every ethnic group should be able to live according to their own rules, 
while fitting on a larger set of laws that is the constitution, which will be based on the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 
.  
The new Law has to ensure liberty and secularity without compromising the religious values of the population 
who practices Islam. Moreover, elections have to be supervised by the correct organism of the United Nations, 
giving the opportunity for refugees to vote. Furthermore, all of the minorities should have a part in the 
Parliament. 
At last the Law should include clauses directed towards first the creation of institutions that have a clear 
function, then towards the supervision of the way they are spending money. 
 

Yusef Guirguis (Chair Of National Youth Party) 
 
I. As Syria approaches the five year mark of its civil war, the country is divided by differing social, political, 
and religious ideals. The nation is still not at peace, as military conflict still terrorizes the people. The heart of 
this unrest is the failure to establish a strong and fair government, in which all political groups are represented. 
The National Youth  Party hopes to establish a fully democratic, secular government. This government will be 
headed by a committee, in which the members will be elected in free elections by the people of Syria. The 
country will be divided into sections, in which each section will elect a member of this Committee. The 
candidates will be of whatever political party or ideology they choose, and the government must ensure that 
each member has an equal opportunity to be elected. This promotes the idea of a fair election as the 
representative choice reflects the people's feelings. Each representative will have a term limit of a set amount of 
years. A spokesman of the Committee must also be elected by the members of the Committee; his or her job is 
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to maintain the duties as the head of the government. The National Youth Party stresses that the government 
must remain impartial to any certain religious affiliation in order to represent all religious groups fairly. The 
Committee, as the main body of the national government, will have the power to override local governments 
and deal with international affairs. Each action made by the Committee must only happen if the majority of the 
Committee votes in favor of it (exact percentages can differ, and the matter will fully be discussed in the 
Constitutional convention).  
 
The National Youth Party also stresses the importance of youth involvement in government. The young people 
are the future of this country, so they must be represented and included in the politics. To promote this idea, the 
National Youth Party  proposes that the voting age requirement be sixteen years, and that voting rights be given 
to everyone of that age group regardless of sex, religion, social or economic standing. The National Youth Party 
also wishes to establish a rule in the Constitution that gives the right for all citizens to receive an education, and 
that the government must maintain and establish a set of standards and required curriculum to ensure that the 
educational system is efficient.   
 
II. With the conflict of Syria reaching an eventual end, the government must be prepared to reintegrate refugees 
back into the country. The National Youth Party proposes that each refugee be closely evaluated and 
background checked before receiving the rights of a Syrian citizen, to ensure the safety of Syria. Once 
approved, the returning person can vote, run for election, and own property. 
 
The National Youth Party also wishes to see programs developed by the National Government that work to 
support the returning refugees, by providing both necessities and job opportunities for the people. 
 
 
 


