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BY ALLISON CHILDRESS  MARCH 18, 2017 
	
	

The delegates of the Security Council were faced with three enormously consequential 
topics of debate: Syria and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS), the civil war in 
Yemen and Al-Qaeda, and the situation in Venezuela. In addition, the United Nations Security 
Council responds to crises in real time as they develop. 

 
Delegates began by discussing Syria and ISIS, beginning to draft resolutions addressing 

the Syrian civil war and its impact on Syrian civilians, as well as the growing threat posed by the 
radical terrorist group ISIS.  

 
Three draft resolutions were proposed and passed concerning the Syrian conflict and 

ISIS. One specifically concerned with economic assistance provided to the Islamic State, 
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proposed by delegates from Angola, Senegal, and the Russian Federation, proposes to create a 
database of financiers of terrorists and encourages nations to create independent commissions to 
investigate and prosecute such groups and individuals. The body stressed the necessity of 
allowing nations to remain sovereign in their prosecution of suspected financiers of terrorism.  

 
A second resolution, proposed by the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Angola, the 

Russian Federation, and the United States of America, addresses the Syrian conflict and proposes 
ceasefires, humanitarian aid to civilians, and provides specifics regarding peace negotiations 
between the Syrian government and the rebel forces.  

 
The third resolution, proposed by the Republic of Angola, the United States of America, 

the Kingdom of Spain, and the French Republic, advocated for a database to distinguish the 
various actors in the conflict, and called for continued military action, specifically airstrikes, 
against terrorist groups, but condemns any military action taken against designated non-terrorist 
groups, and specifically condemns the use of chemical weapons.  

 
The delegates moved into discussion of the civil war in Yemen at the end of Committee 

Session 2, and continued into Committee Session 3. The resolutions in progress focus on 
ceasefires, but no resolution was passed.  
 


