
Rio Summit of 1992  
 
For this committee, you will simulate the conference of 1992 which occurred in Rio De Janeiro, 
Brazil. For the purpose of the simulation, research and actions in committee should adhere to 
the time frame of this real world event.  
 
Topic 1: Patterns of Production 
Often times, we tend to skip over the significance of production on our environment. More 
specifically, the production of toxic components like lead and gasoline, should be more 
scrutinized by the UN and governments.  
 
To begin, lead is a naturally occurring element found in the earth’s crust, and is found in 
products we use today. While a necessary part of our life, lead has detrimental effects, as well. 
Because of its ubiquity in everyday products, lead has found its way into the air, soil and water 
that we come in contact with daily. Most of our exposure comes from human activities including 
fossil fuel use, like gasoline, industrial facilities and use of lead-based paint. Lead can also be 
emitted into the environment from industrial sources and contaminated sites, like former lead 
smelters. Mining, smelting and refining activities have resulted in substantial increases in lead 
levels in the environment, especially near mining and smelting sites. Gasoline is a toxic and 
highly flammable liquid, and the vapors that gas gives off contributes to air pollution. However, 
without gas, our economies would falter and the global exchange would come to a complete 
halt. Many countries have tried to pass legislation (i.e. the Clean Air Act of the US, first passed 
in 1970) to combat the pollution given off from engines, but this is still a work in progress.  
 
In order to create meaningful guidelines for the world to follow, delegates at the Rio Summit 
must come together to assess how production affects our environment, which consequently 
affects our quality of life. How should countries begin regulating production?  
 
 
Questions to consider:  

1. What incentives do countries have in promoting production awareness?  
2. Which production processes contribute most to pressures and impacts?  
3. What types of policies will work for a broad range of countries?  
4. Who is most at risk from poisoning? 

 
Places to begin research:  
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1951Sustainable%20Consumption.p
df 
http://www.unep.fr/shared/publications/pdf/dtix1262xpa-priorityproductsandmaterials_report.pdf 
https://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3307_29693_30031-90418--,00.html 
http://www.un.org/geninfo/bp/enviro.html  
 
 
 
 
Topic 2: Reducing Vehicle Emissions through Public Transportation 
Emissions in the transportation sector increases rapidly, and if we don’t make significant strides 
to combat it, climate change detriments will begin to realize sooner. An effective strategy to 
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reduce greenhouse gas emissions must include the consolidation of emitters. Those who 
choose to ride public transportation reduce their carbon footprint and conserve energy through 
eliminating travel that would have otherwise been made in a private vehicle.  Not only does the 
aspect of carpooling lower emissions, public transportation reduces congestion. By 
consolidating cars on the road, idling decreases, therefore increasing fuel efficiency.  
 
Transport contributes about one quarter of energy-related global greenhouse gas emissions and 
about one fifth of energy use. Under a “business-as-usual” model, energy use and green gas 
emissions are projected to rise by nearly 50 per cent by 2030, and even more thereafter. Some 
steps to consider taking, are instituting metro systems, electric bus services, and increasing the 
availability of car or bike sharing.  
 
While these ideas are viable ones, cities must consider the negative consequences of this 
energy transition, as well, and try to mitigate the effects. Drivers all over the world worry about 
limited range of electric vehicles, and the availability of charging points on longer journeys or in 
remote areas. Further, electricity isn’t always cheap or reliable. A surge in demand from electric 
vehicles could put pressure on the conventional power grid.  
 
Overall, the transition to public transportation creation is a great potential solution to reducing 
climate change. By consolidating transportation and making it cleaner, the world can reduce it’s 
total carbon footprint.  
 
 
Questions to consider:  

1. What reachable and observable goals should the global community set to reduce total 
emissions?  

2. How will countries finance any changes made to public transportation? 
3. What effects will public transportation have on trade? On infrastructure ?  
4. How do we incentivize non-OECD countries to create public transportation systems?  

 
Places to begin research: 
https://www.apta.com/resources/reportsandpublications/Documents/greenhouse_brochure.pdf 
https://unfccc.int/news/un-climate-summit-transportation 
 
 
 
Topic 3: Alternative forms of Energy 
Climate change and its negative effects has become a globally debated issue.  Many countries 
are looking for different energy sources that would cause less environmental damage. Currently, 
most of the energy being used now is fossil fuels such as petroleum, coal, and the meat 
industry. Fossil fuels are considered a nonrenewable resource because they take millions of 
years to be created. The gases from fossil fuels get trapped in the earth’s atmosphere and do 
not allow the sun’s energy to escape from the atmosphere. Consequently, the earth warms and 
harmful environmental effects take place, affecting human health, among other things. 
 
Renewable energy is a sustainable alternative to the fossil fuels. Renewable energy can pose 
great substitutes for fossil fuel use, since the current sources of renewables aren’t running out 
any time soon (i.e. wind, sunshine, etc.). These types of renewable energies are non-pollutants 
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and replenishable making them a better option than the fossil fuels currently being used.  
 
The Rio Summit Committee must brainstorm together how the transition from fossil fuels to 
renewables will take place. Who will assist developing countries in achieving these goals? 
At what pace will the transition happen? Is there research that should be completed in this early 
stage?  
 
Questions to consider:  
 

1. What types of incentives are there for developing countries to try and commit to this 
energy transition? 

2. How should countries mitigate the negative consequences of renewables?  
3. How much responsibility should nations who affect the climate more have on climate 

agreements?  
4. What should UN member states do so that countries that will be affected more by 

climate change get their fair share of help from larger countries who affect the climate 
more? 

 
Places to begin research:  
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit/2014/09/commitment-sustainable-transport-mobilized-
un-climate-summit/index.html 
https://www.renewableresourcescoalition.org/alternative-energy-sources/ 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/22149/1_Gigaton_Third%20Report_EN
.pdf?sequence=1  
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