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The United Nations Security Council is a principal UN organ established to maintain 

international peace and security. The Security Council discusses acts of aggression or threats to 

international peace and aims to create peaceful settlements and solutions through resolutions. 

These resolutions have the power to include sanctions, lend international legitimacy to military 

action, launch UN peacekeeping operations, and more. Unlike other UN bodies, the Security 

Council creates resolutions which bind member states. The council itself is comprised of five 

permanent member countries (United States, Russia, United Kingdom, France, and China) as 

well as ten elected members, which are appointed by region to serve two-year terms. The 

Security Council has an open agenda. 

Website of Committee: http://www.un.org/en/sc/ 

SYRIA AND ISIS 

Syria has been in the midst of a civil war since 2011, when the country’s president Bashar al-Assad 

violently repressed peaceful protests. After the protestors violently clashed with government 

forces, many Syrians took up arms and violent conflict began in much of Syria. As the civil war 

developed, foreign fighters and money have become increasingly vital to the continuation of 

conflict. The long duration of the conflict has also produced a situation with significant ideological 

conflicts over Syria’s future between opposition groups. One of the most prominent groups to arise 

from this conflict has been the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham, or ISIS (also known as ISIL or 

Da’esh). ISIS has captured global attention for its claims to nationhood, brutal treatment of its 

prisoners and residents alike, and its aspirations to global power. Meanwhile, half of Syria’s pre-

war population has been displaced, and nearly five million Syrians are now refugees, mostly in the 

region immediately surrounding the country.  

Things to consider:  

 What role will the Security Council play in the emerging humanitarian refugee crisis? 

 How can the United Nations work to improve conditions for Syrian refugees in the 

context of the European Union’s agreement on the deportation of refugees with Turkey? 

 What action can be taken to successfully combat ISIS and other emerging extremist 

groups?  

 How can the different sides of the civil war be brought together to negotiate an end to the 

war?  

Sources to start with:  

http://www.cfr.org/syria/syrias-crisis-global-response/p28402 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/
http://www.cfr.org/syria/syrias-crisis-global-response/p28402


 

 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/articles/2014-06-25/crisis-syria-civil-war-global-threat 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 

 

CIVIL WAR IN YEMEN AND AL-QAEDA 

Yemen, a large country that occupies the western end of Southern Arabia, has a rich and 

sometimes turbulent history. Once both an Ottoman and British colony, the country has had the 

legacy of colonialism, foreign intervention, and proxy warfare leave deep scars throughout the 

20th century. Since 1990, the northern and southern halves of the country have been unified; this 

unification came in the wake of years of low-level conflict and one major civil war in each of the 

halves respectively. These conflicts speak to colonialism: South Yemen was a socialist country 

propped up by Moscow, while the Yemen Arab Republic (also known as North Yemen) had 

been capitalist and supported by western powers and neighboring Saudi Arabia. Ali Abdullah 

Saleh served as president of the country from 1990 until he was toppled by civil action in 2012; 

his rule has been characterized as kleptocratic. After his successor Abed Rabbo Mansour al-

Hadi’s transition into power, the Houthis, traditionally Shi’a from northern Yemen, mobilized to 

overthrow al-Hadi’s government in 2015. Backed by Iran, the Houthis made military progress 

against the government until Saudi Arabia and an Arab coalition backed by the United States 

came to al-Hadi’s aid. This war has imperiled Yemen in a humanitarian and military crisis. 

While UN-supported peace talks are currently occurring between the two sides, the country 

remains war-torn, and al-Qaeda affiliates have taken advantage of the unstable situation to set up 

and recruit in southern Yemen.  

Things to Consider:  

 How does the international community respond to the threats posed by the growing al-

Qaeda presence without disrupting the current negotiations and bringing international 

forces into the country?  

 How can the Security Council advance peace talks and political unity?  

 How does the UN address humanitarian situations within Yemen as well as the fact that 

much of the damage brought about during the war was caused by external powers such as 

Saudi Arabia?  

Sources to start with:  

http://www.cfr.org/yemen/yemen-crisis/p36488  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/yemen/  

 

SITUATION IN VENEZUELA 

Venezuela, with its vast oil wealth and immense biodiversity, has in recent decades been an 

example of development success. Crucially, much of their oil wealth has been spent on social 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/articles/2014-06-25/crisis-syria-civil-war-global-threat
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868
http://www.cfr.org/yemen/yemen-crisis/p36488
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/yemen/


 

 

programs. Still, over the years, a significant portion of that wealth has been put to use 

constructing political machineries of patronage and power. In recent years, the country’s 

economy has faced extreme inflation and other major structural problems. With severe crashes in 

oil prices occurring over the past year, Venezuela’s economy, which has thrived primarily on oil 

exports, has collapsed. These economic realities have exacerbated the growth of an extant (and 

enormous) parallel market. As a result, basic goods have become inaccessible to a majority of 

the population, and the collapse of the Venezuelan bolívar has made importing goods 

significantly more expensive. While social unrest stirs as a result of the situation, President 

Nicolas Maduro’s government refuses to recognize the crisis and has resultantly prevented 

humanitarian assistance from entering Venezuela. Inside of the country, critics of the 

government have been arrested and their disapproval has been repressed.  

Things to Consider:  

 What kinds of measures can be taken to promote the economic health of Venezuela?   

 What steps should be taken to ensure that humanitarian aid can be delivered to the 

country?  

 How can the United Nations work to improve people’s lives without infringing on state 

sovereignty? 

Sources to start with:  

http://www.forbes.com/sites/francescoppola/2015/01/13/the-impending-collapse-of-

venezuela/#722254201cd7 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/venezuela-economic-crisis-guardian-briefing 

http://money.cnn.com/2016/01/18/news/economy/venezuela-economy-meltdown/ 

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/06/venezuela-emergency-lines-chavez-mud-inflation-oil/ 
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