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The Economic and Social Council met this weekend to discuss issues regarding economic 
and social development. The main issues it addressed during the conference were the 
streamlining of methods in disaster relief and assistance as well as prevention and control of 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs).  

 
The committee’s discussion and work was extremely cohesive. Overall, it agreed almost 

unanimously that widespread education, more suitable infrastructure, and more effective relief 
were key points of its plan that would help prevention and relief in the case of natural disaster. It 
also recognized the importance of long-term relief. Although the immediate relief such as food 
and water is important, being able to return those that are displaced back to their previous lives is 
just as important. Because of the delegates’ consensus on the areas that needed improvement, a 
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large part of the time in committee was used to deliberate the funding for such an extensive plan, 
especially within developing countries that might not be able to financially meet the needs for 
such a plan. Therefore, the committee split into three bodies, each focusing on a separate point of 
its plan and its funding.  

 
The result was a joint resolution, ECOSOC/I/1,  by these three bodies, contributed to by 

almost every nation present in the committee, and spearheaded by the Czech Republic, Germany, 
Guatemala, India, Peru, and Somalia. The resolution proposes several programs, the first being 
an international conference in which countries will send individuals to be trained on natural 
disaster prevention and response. These delegates will then be able to better inform the general 
public of their respective countries. In addition, funds will be set aside for immediate relief, 
insurance for countries and aid workers, improvement to infrastructure, and additional facilities. 
The funding is primarily to be supported by more developed nations such as the US, Germany, 
Australia, Italy, Ireland, China, Korea, and Russia through a percentage of their GDP. Other 
countries are also encouraged to make monetary contributions if possible, or through other 
means such as providing land at which the conference to be held. With this comprehensive 
resolution, the ECOSOC committee is hopeful there will be an apparent impact on the amount of 
damage caused by natural relief and the effectiveness of relief.  

 
The committee’s discussion on the topic of NCDs was also a cooperative effort by all. 

Working together, the body passed three resolutions regarding prevention, control, and 
education. The resolutions propose to set harsher taxes on harmful foods substances such as 
alcohol and tobacco, encourage proper labelling of harmful products, and set stricter regulations 
on companies and restaurants that produce unhealthy foods. In addition, they also created an 
interagency committee to pioneer an education/awareness program to promote healthier 
lifestyles. These implementations will hopefully dissuade people from consuming unhealthy 
foods and substances, and overall increase health standards in countries. 


