
 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
 
WIPO is “the global forum for intellectual property services, policy, information and cooperation”. 
This body was established in 1967 with the stated goal of generating and supporting 
international intellectual property law and procedures that benefit our global society. WIPO 
publishes the Global Innovation Index and has built the WIPOnet, a network of over 300 IP 
offices that allows these offices to communicate and share various forms of intellectual property.  
 
Topic 1: Defining and Measuring Access to Knowledge in the Age of Intellectual Property 
 

Access to knowledge is a crucial part of development for nations of the world. Access to 
knowledge (A2K) is often even defined as a human right. A2K is related to trade, copyright and 
IP policy, and academic and business interests. In 2007, WIPO created the Committee on 
Development and Intellectual Property, which works to understand how patents affect welfare. 
This has turned into the WIPO Development Agenda, a list of 45 recommendations which relate 
to various IP issues and discuss IP and technology transfer. Your nation will likely fall into one of 
two categories: Knowledge rich and knowledge poor. Based on this, consider how you can 
influence international policy to benefit your nation and work to bridge this gap. Some measures 
which are already being taken include creating open databases and libraries that can increase 
innovation. Part of this topic’s goal is to define characteristics of knowledge access, and how 
this relates to open source initiatives and patents. How can policy makers assess a nation’s 
access, and what role does the internet play in knowledge access? Consider how you would 
define knowledge access in a nation with open internet access as opposed to a nation without. 
This distinction will help in gaining some insight into this topic.  
 
 
Questions to consider:  

1. How does your nation monitor intellectual property? 
2. Does your nation share IP frameworks with other nation states? 
3. Does your nation believe that the current international patent system is beneficial to 

development of less developed nations? 
4. What can your nation contribute to open databases and libraries, and how can you 

convince your researchers to collaborate on these? 
 

Places to begin research:  
http://www.wipo.int/reference/en/ 
http://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/activities_by_unit/index.jsp?id=22 
http://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2008/06/article_0007.html 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/rise-access-knowledge-movement-interview-ver
a-franz 
 
 
 
Topic 2: Healthcare and Pharmacological Patents 

Healthcare and pharmaceutical innovation has mainly been done by large, profit-driven 
corporations. This is because in order to move forward in the field, large capital investment must 
be made, with only a slim probability of success. In order to incentivize these profit driven 
corporations to make these low probability investments, patents (exclusive, licensed, and 
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otherwise) are awarded to give these companies a competitive advantage as a reward for these 
investments. However, on a global scale the incentives of these patents and how they relate to 
the public health is of great concern to many nation-states. Do the current systems in place 
empower a healthier population, or do they limit innovation to certain groups that have the 
investment power necessary to compete? This committee must determine how to align 
incentives for healthcare innovation with the public good. Additionally, regulation (and especially 
differing regulations across borders) can both be an effective policy move to advance the public 
good, or it could stifle innovation. A final consideration is towards ethics. Be mindful of your 
nation’s stance on ethical research and ethical trials, and think forward to implementing and 
enforcing international ethics standards. 
 
Questions to consider:  

1. How does your nation handle healthcare patents? 
2. Does your nation provide subsidies for healthcare research? 
3. Does your nation provide a system for  

 
Places to begin research: 
http://www.wipo.int/patent-law/en/developments/publichealth.html 
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/scp/en/scp_17/scp_17_4.pdf 
http://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2013/04/article_0007.html 
http://www.wipo.int/policy/en/global_health/ 
 
 
Topic 3: Protection of Indigenous Peoples Intellectual Property 
 
This topic will focus mainly on Traditional Knowledge (TK), a vital part of the history and future 
of many indigenous and local communities. Traditional Knowledge is labeled as such because it 
is “developed, maintained, and disseminated” in a customary and often intergenerational 
context.  How this knowledge relates to IP is different in every case - each culture with this 
traditional may have their own system with attributing knowledge and passing it forward. 
Bringing all of these systems together, or merging them with governmental and international IP 
systems, is poorly codified and hasn’t been extensively explored yet. It’s also clear that current 
solutions (such as patenting herbal remedies) are not all encompassing and do not always 
prevent misappropriation. WIPO’s Intergovernmental Committee on IP and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) has been working on a legal instrument (policy) to 
help protect TK. Your task in this committee will be to build on this work and explore and 
evaluate current solutions.  
 
Questions to consider:  

1. What are the predominant sources of TK in your nation? 
2. How does your nation work with these TK sources to help protect the knowledge? 
3. Does your nation have policies in place to deal with TK systematically? If so, are these 

policies fair to those who have developed TK? 
 
 
Places to begin research:  
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/tk/920/wipo_pub_920.pdf 
http://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=4195 
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http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/briefs/tk_ip.html 
http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/indigenous/customary_law/index.html 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuideIPleaflet12en.pdf 
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