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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) deals with a wide variety of 

environmental concerns, ranging from the green economy to preserving natural resources. 

Founded in 1972, UNEP was established after the call for an environmental conscience of the 

UN system. Since then, UNEP has worked to address environmental issues at a regional and 

global level. UNEP reports to the UN General Assembly through the Economic and Social 

Council, and in this committee we will be simulating a meeting of UNEP’s member nations.   
 

Committee Website:  

http://www.unep.org/  

Research Information:  

UNEP Knowledge Repository: http://www.unep.org/publications/  
 

Important frame of reference: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) and The Kyoto Protocol 
 

CREATING A PLAN FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION IN 
DEVELOPING NATIONS 

Access to renewable energy is seen as limited to wealthier countries, but as developing countries 

build economies on nonrenewable energy sources, they set themselves up for more difficulties 

later on. There needs to be better steps in place to aid less developed nations to take advantage of 

renewable energy sources. Financing sustainable energy harvesting is a major barrier to 

removing the dependence on nonrenewable energy sources.  
 

Things to Consider: 

● What can be done to support the use of sustainable resources in developing nations? 

● Why is it important for developing nations to avoid a long term dependence on 

nonrenewable resources? 

● How can more developed nations become better examples for developing nations on how 

to provide energy more sustainably? 

● What types of sustainable energy production would be the most effective in developing 

nations? 
 

Sources to start with:  

http://www.unepfi.org/fileadmin/documents/Financing_Renewable_Energy_in_subSaharan_Afri

ca.pdf  

http://fs-unep-

centre.org/sites/default/files/publications/globaltrendsinrenewableenergyinvestment2016lowres_

0.pdf  

http://www.thegef.org/topics/renewable-energy-and-energy-access  
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https://warrington.ufl.edu/centers/purc/purcdocs/papers/1501_Vandaele_Renewable%20Energy

%20in%20Developing%20and%20Developed%20Nations.pdf  
 

COMBATING THE EFFECTS OF RISING SEA LEVELS DUE TO 

HUMAN ACTIVITY 

It is understood that humans have a part in climate change, but the changing environment is 

causing very damaging repercussions. The rising temperature of the earth is affecting everything 

from crop production to contamination of drinking water. Thousands of coastal cities and entire 

island areas are at risk of being claimed by the ocean if something is not done about rising sea 

levels.   
 

Things to Consider: 

● What impacts will rising sea levels have? Who is put in danger from the side effects?  

● What steps can be taken to prevent sea levels from rising even more or reversing some of 

the effects? 

● How can nations be motivated to reduce their environmental impact? How can there be 

follow up with the nations to track their progress?  

● What emergency measures can be put in place to ensure the safety of civilians as sea 

levels rise? 

 
 

Sources to start with:  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-2/  

http://www.unep.org/climatechange/Portals/5/documents/Factsheets/Climate_change.pdf  

http://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/effects-of-climate-change  

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?ArticleID=9633&DocumentID=2726&l=en  
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