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The International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) is an intergovernmental organization that 

works closely with the United Nations and aims to promote use of nuclear energy for peaceful 

rather than military purposes. Comprised of 164 member countries, the IAEA annually reports to 

the United Nations General Assembly and often reports to the Security Council. While holding 

no enforcement abilities itself, the IAEA provides policy recommendations agreed upon by 

member states.   

Organization website: https://www.iaea.org/  

 

NON-PROLIFERATION TREATIES AND INCREASING MEMBER COMPLIANCE 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) aims to promote disarmament 

and stop the dissemination of nuclear technology and weapons. It also establishes a safeguards 

system where the IAEA is able to report noncompliance to the treaty to the Security Council. 

This being said, there are multiple instances in recent years where members have been 

noncompliant and breached the safeguards. Ineffective enforcement of punishment and lack of 

accurate reporting of these events has been criticized and resulted in a greater number of member 

states acting out of compliance with the NPT.  

Things to consider:  

 What kinds of actions can be taken or recommended to the UN Security Council to 

increase compliance to the NPT?  

 What regulations must be altered or more heavily enforced within the IAEA to increase 

NPT compliance?  

 How must IAEA oversight be changed to ensure member state compliance to the NPT?  

Sources to start with:  

https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2010_01-02/Goldschmidt  

https://www.iaea.org/publications/documents/treaties/npt  

http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/non-

proliferation/appendices/nuclear-proliferation-case-studies.aspx  
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JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION (JCPOA) MONITORING AND 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), otherwise known as the Iran Deal, was 

signed in 2015 and implements nuclear-related measures which limit Iran’s capacity to enrich 

uranium and sets in place other measures to limit proliferation risks. IAEA has been granted 

access to all Iranian nuclear facilities for the purposes of monitoring Iran’s compliance with 

JCPOA. Sanctions on Iran due to its nuclear program have been lifted as a result of its 

compliance with the JCPOA. This being said, there is a large concern that Iran will not follow 

the JCPOA rules and that due to the nature of the deal, there will be little way to detect rule 

violations from Iran and enforce consequences for such violations.  

Things to consider:  

 How can the IAEA increase accuracy of monitoring for the regulations outlined in the 

JCPOA?  

 How does your country view the JCPOA?  

 What kinds of actions would your country like to see happen if Iran violates the deal?  

Sources to start with:  

http://jcpoatimeline.csis.org/  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/parametersforajointcomprehenisveplanofacti

on.pdf  

http://www.world-nuclear-news.org/NP-Implementation-day-for-JCPOA-1801167.html  
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