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The delegates to The Hague Conference of 1907 were tasked with discussing the rapidly 
evolving nature of warfare, specifically disarmament in Europe and expending the Geneva 
Convention.  

The first day of the Conference was tense, with larger colonial powers contesting the power 
of smaller nations in enforcing disarmament. A resolution, proposed by the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the Kingdom of Germany, the Kingdom of Italy, and the Kingdom of Sweden, and 
passed unanimously, banned poisonous gas, biological weapons, and submarines and submarine 
warfare on civilians indefinitely. Additionally, the resolution banned the use of air strikes for 10 
years, or until targeting becomes more accurate in order to prevent unnecessary deaths, as well as 
the use of armored vehicles for 3 years, in order to prevent armed conflict.  

In an attempt to enforce disarmament in Europe, the Kingdom of Germany, the Kingdom 
of Italy, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of Spain, and the Kingdom of Sweden 
proposed a resolution granting the Permanent Court of Arbitration power to ‘levy economic 
sanctions;’ ‘try members;’ and ‘act as a military deterrent,’ and additionally grants veto power toa 
5/7ths majority of the Great Powers as defined by the body.  

 The body entered into discussion of the expansion of the Geneva Convention during 
the second day of conference. A broad resolution was proposed by the Kingdom of Germany, the 
Kingdom of Italy, the Nation of Mexico, the Kingdom of Spain, the Kingdom of Sweden, the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Empire of Japan expanding the Geneva Conventions with the intent 
of reducing civilian casualties. The resolution passed.  

 Towards the end of the second day, the body deemed it necessary to discuss the 
Colonization of Africa. A hotly contested subject throughout the conference, the merits and ethics 
of colonization were debated at length but did not result in a resolution.  
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