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The Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations is delegated agenda items 

concerning human rights as well as social and humanitarian affairs.  In particular, it is tasked 

with the monitoring of human rights issues around the world ranging from direct observations 

through the Human Rights Council to consensus building on issues such as the protection of 

children, elimination of racism, and questions of social development.  Like all General Assembly 

Committees, the 193 UN member states and 2 non-member Observer states comprise GAIII, 

with all member states having one vote each with no special veto privileges.  Both substantive 

and procedural movements are decided by a majority vote as GAIII is a “consensus-building 

body.” GAIII is a resolution writing committee and will consider the following agenda items this 

spring: the rights of refugees and asylum seekers and the improvement of the situation of women 

and girls in cities.   

 

Committee Website: http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/  

 

THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEES  
With displacement rates being the highest they have been since World War II, the masses 

of refugees and the current systems in place to facilitate them have been labeled as a crisis 

situation and is thusly a topic of considerable contention.  Previous General Assembly 

resolutions have attempted to define the term ‘refugee’ and lay out a framework for a system that 

gives member states the tools they need to provide humanitarian aid for those displaced.  These 

historic efforts include but are not limited to the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees 

accompanied by the 1967 Protocol thereto; the 1954 and 1961 conventions that define the status 

of a stateless person and stateless person reduction respectively; and the more recent General 

Assembly Resolution 69/135 of December 2014. Resolution 69/135 appealed for an $8.4 billion 

minimum to satisfy the needs of internally and externally displaced Syrians alone—the highest 

appeal issued for a single crisis to date.  This appeal was only 50% funded and in 2015 the U.N. 

appealed for $7.7 billion more to provide emergency relief and stabilization to the Syrian region.  

To date, many countries are still overwhelmed with the ongoing influx of refugees straining their 

resources and potentially threatening their national security.  Moreover, millions of refugees are 

without adequate food, water, and shelter and face serious xenophobia.  More than half of those 

currently displaced are also under the age of 18, many of whom haven’t attended school in years. 

It is the hope of GAIII and the United Nations that by combining the efforts of existing 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/


legislature with that of new, frameworks can be created to begin to resolve this crisis.  For 

further research please refer to the given website links below. 

 

Things to Consider:  

1. What is the stance of your assigned country on allowing refugees to enter the country and 

how does that affect the direction it wants to take to fix this refugee problem? 

2. What actions should the united nations take against countries who have mistreated or 

abused these refugees, and what can the un do to prevent such hostilities in future refugee 

crises? 

 

Sources to start with:  

UNHCR Resolution 70/135 of December 2014  http://www.unhcr.org/en-

us/excom/bgares/5729c3aa9/resolution-adopted-general-assembly-17-december-2015.html 

 

 

 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE SITUATION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 

CITIES 
The second agenda item of GAIII committee this spring will be the improvement of the 

situation of women and girls in cities.  While 143 nations declare gender equality within their 

constitutions, 52 of these nations do not practice it.  The Sustainable Development Goals consist 

of 17 humanitarian and social goals to achieve by 2030 with the fifth goal calling for gender 

equality and international empowerment for women and girls.  Specifically, Goal 5 plans to 

eliminate harmful practices such as forced marriages, sex-trafficking, genital mutilation and 

violence against women in general. Additionally, female leadership in all bodies (governing or 

otherwise) will be supported and encouraged, technology will aid in increasing gender equality, 

and financial, emotional, medical, and educational assistance will be provided to women world-

wide. Previous efforts have been made by the UN and GAIII to quell this on-going problem 

(such as the Millennium Goals), however, their criterion were never adequately met.  The extent 

of gender inequality and women’s rights varies dramatically across the globe, but it is an issue 

that all nations share nonetheless.  Items of contention for these developments include the 

economic impact of enforcing policies, sturdy preexisting cultural and social standards, and the 

logistics of providing the necessary amenities globally.    

Today, 1 in 22 15 year-old girls will die from pregnancy complications in the African 

continent. Additionally, 1 in 120 15 year-old girls from the Asian continent and 3,800 in 

developed countries will suffer the same fate.  These unacceptably high death rates are being 

addressed by Goal 5 of the aforementioned Sustainability Development Goals to provide skilled 

care to pregnant women so that by 2030 the mortality rate will drop to less than 70 per 100,000 

live births.  Additionally, Goal 5 hopes to ensure world-wide access to sexual and reproductive 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/excom/bgares/5729c3aa9/resolution-adopted-general-assembly-17-december-2015.html
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care and information. It is the goal of this committee to institute measures which will help to 

achieve these goals.  

Furthermore, this committee will also strive to eliminate the threat of violence against 

women in public urban environments. Public violence against women in cities is an issue which 

takes place around the world, and many places have no specific laws preventing such violence. 

While the UN has expanded programs to research local responses to these issues and support 

programs to improve security, many places still suffer from a large amount of violence and 

sexual harassment. It will be the goal of this committee to come up with innovative solutions on 

how to lower this threat to urban women as well as on how to gain local government support for 

interventions.   

This committee will also work to create a plan to ensure women go to and stay in school.  

Presently more than 31 million school-age girls are not in school and 17 million of these girls 

will likely never enter school.  The majority of these girls can be found in Nigeria, Pakistan, and 

Ethiopia where there are over 1 million girls out of school in each country. 2/3 of the 774 million 

illiterate people in the world are female and 34 million of these women are female adolescents 

who are also not attending school.  Research shows that by increasing education and access to 

education for women, maternal deaths would decrease by nearly two-thirds around the world and 

decrease by 70% in sub-Saharan Africa.  Educating women would also lead to a decrease in 

child mortality, child mal-nutrition, and child marriage rates.   Increasing education for women 

may be achieved through increased access to technology and internet accompanied by 

appropriate training.  Several corporations already work to do this including the Morgan 

Stanley’s Return to Work Program to help women reenter the workforce after extended breaks, 

Intel She Will Connect program that bridges the internet gender gap, and Nestlé’s goal to expand 

job opportunities for women in the cocoa farming business.  Extending the efforts of these goals 

globally would also increase gender equality worldwide. 

 

Things to consider:  

1. What is the state of gender inequality in your country, and what kinds of efforts are being 

made to change this?  

2. What is the degree of gender-specific violence within your country (especially within 

cities)? Is sexual assault or trafficking a relevant issue? What has your country done to 

try to stop these problems?  

3. What kinds of initiatives can strengthen the security and empowerment of women in 

cities? How will local and national governmental support be recruited to help out in this 

area?  

 

Sources to start with:  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/ 

 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/


https://www.womenandchildrenfirst.org.uk/impact/key-issues/sustainable-development-

goals?gclid=CMvP0vCpj88CFUUvgQodZ4cIzA  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/feb/21/making-cities-safe-women-girls 
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