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At the Arizona Model United Nations 55th annual conference, the United Nations 
Environmental Programme assembled to consider today’s climate and global warming issues. 
Climate change, a recent yet concerning topic, was extensively debated by the UNEP in these 
few days. One of its main focuses was to establish a plan for the expansion of sustainable energy 
in developing nations. Developing nations are a main concern as not only are they more 
susceptible to the negative effects of climate change, but also are not able to financially support 
the development of more sustainable energy sources. As a result, renewable energy is simply not 
a viable option for many nations.  
 

The committee immediately acknowledged the alarming amounts of carbon emissions 
and its effects on the global environment. In addition, it recognized that a large part of it is in fact 
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a product of developing countries, and that a shift towards renewable energy was a necessity. 
Many spoke to recent successes in implementing alternative energy sources : The UK spoke to 
its 46% power that is being generated, Ecuador explained its recent jump in renewable energy 
development as a less developed nation, and Costa Rica detailed its abundance of renewable 
energy, some coming from man made structures. However, the main issue surrounding the 
advancement of sustainable energy production was the cost barrier.  

 
To this, nongovernment organizations were suggested as a possible solution to speed up 

development. However, Panama, Iran, and others were wary of this proposition with the historic 
corruption within NGOs. Additionally, there was fear that NGOs would merely be a quick 
solution to the problem rather than a good one. However, the US and UK advocated for the 
successes of NGOs, and worked with other nations, among them Pakistan, Israel, and Ireland, to 
draft a resolution utilizing NGOs to assist developing nations in sustainable energy. The result 
was the passing of UNEP/I/3, a resolution that encourages the use of and cooperation between 
NGOs and government to improve on renewable energy programs. It also proposed the 
subsidization of renewable energy companies as well as the taxation of companies that support 
nonrenewable energy in order to incentivize a transition between the two. Finally, it promotes the 
environmental education to the public in order to gain more local support in renewable energy 
development.  
 

At the same time, another group of delegates was working on and passed resolution 
UNEP/I/1, which involved a two-tier system to track climate change and help nations implement 
the change to cleaner energy practices through an economic scope. One body will be within the 
UN, and will set international environmental guidelines. The other will be within each country 
itself, and will work with the federal government to best implement these policies for each 
country’s specific needs. This resolution also specified a climate change education system. 
 

In the second topic area, the UNEP passed several resolutions in order to combat the 
gradual rising sea levels. These resolutions mainly focused on prevention and relief. It passed 
several practices to combat the carbon emissions that contribute to global warming, and 
ultimately rising sea levels. It also advocates for surveillance of as well as construction of 
hydroelectric centers in coastal areas in order to reduce the entrance of water into coastal regions, 
as well as provide an additional source of clean energy. Finally, in the event of storms along 
coastal regions, these resolutions propose a system that will establish refugee camps and 
effectively transition all displaced persons into these evacuation centers.  
 


