
World Health Organization 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is 
concerned with international public health, situated underneath the UN Economic and 
Social Committee. It was established on 7 April 1948, and is headquartered 
in Geneva, Switzerland. The WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 
The constitution of the World Health Organization had been signed by 63 countries on 7 
April 1948, with the first meeting of the World Health Assembly, finishing on 24 July 1948. 
It incorporated the Office International d&#39;Hygiène Publique and the League of Nations 
Health Organization. The WHO has played a leading role in the eradication of smallpox; its 
current priorities focus on communicable diseases, 
particularly HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and tuberculosis, the mitigation of the effects of non- 
communicable diseases such as sexual and reproductive health, development, and aging; 
nutrition, food security and healthy eating; occupational health; substance abuse; and 
driving the development of reporting, publications, and networking in the healthcare field. 
The WHO is also responsible for the World Health Report, the worldwide World Health 
Survey, and World Health Day. The current Director-General of WHO is Tedros Adhanom, 
who started his five-year term on 1 July 2017. 
 
World Health Organization website: http://www.who.int/ 
 
Topic 1: Ensuring Healthcare and Educational Opportunities for Special Needs and 
Disabled Individuals 
More than a billion people in the world today experience some disability, classified as 
mental, medical, or psychological in nature. These individuals generally have poorer health, 
remarkably lower education access, fewer economic opportunities and higher rates of 
poverty in both developed and developing countries, with distinctions in care and support 
among countries. This is largely due to the barriers they face in their everyday lives, rather 
than the disability itself. Disability is not only a public health issue, but also a human rights 
and development issue. WHO’s efforts to support Member States to address disability are 
guided by the overarching principles and approaches reflected in the WHO global disability 
action plan 2014-2021, the World report on disability published in 2011, and the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, made in 2006 which is linked below, which is the 
largest agreement on disability in history. Mental disorders comprise a broad range of 
problems, with different symptoms and are often excluded when organizations consider 
special needs and disability programs. However, they are generally characterized by some 
combination of abnormal thoughts, emotions, behavior and relationships with others. 
Examples are schizophrenia, depression, intellectual disabilities and disorders due to drug 
abuse. Most of these disorders can be successfully treated, and they fall under the purview 
of the World Health Organization and its broad efforts. 
 
Questions to consider: 

1. How inclusive is your nation today? 



2. What efforts have your nation undertaken to increase educational, economic, and health 
opportunities for people with mental, medical, and psychological disabilities? 

3. How has your nation supported and implemented previous UN and WHO 
4. resolutions on disability inclusivity? 
5. What opportunities currently exist for individuals with disabilities?  
6. What opportunities could be easily added? Which ones are more difficult or non-realistic 

for your nation or for the international community? 
 
Places to begin research: 
WHO World Report on Disability: 
http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/report.pdf 
 
Convention on People with Disabilities: 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons- 
with-disabilities.html 
 
Topic 2: Increasing Access to Vaccinations 
Immunization is the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an 
infectious disease, typically by the administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the 
body’s own immune system to protect the person against subsequent infection or disease. 
Immunization is a proven tool for controlling and eliminating life-threatening infectious 
diseases and is estimated to avert between 2 and 3 million deaths each year. It is one of the 
most cost-effective health investments, with proven strategies that make it accessible to 
even the most hard-to-reach and vulnerable populations. It has clearly defined target 
groups; it can be delivered effectively through outreach activities; and vaccination does not 
require any major lifestyle change. Major successes are the eradication of Smallpox, and the 
near eradication of polio from the world. 
 
However, access to vaccinations is not equal around the world. Many developing countries 
do not have the same vaccination rates for diseases that industrialized states do, and 
oftentimes remote geography, poverty, or conflict prevent populations from reviving all 
necessary vaccinations. Furthermore, in certain industrialized nations, fringe sections of 
the populace are deciding to not vaccinate their children, stemming from a fear that 
vaccines, or their components, can lead to developmental disabilities such as Autism. This 
fear, long disproven, has led to certain pockets of children unvaccinated to many diseases 
that can be prevented, such as measles which the WHO reports is on the rise after 
outbreaks in Europe and the United States in the Summer of 2018. 
 
New programs may be initiated, and new research may need to take place to help ensure 
that every disease can be prevented and/or treated, and to ensure that populations remain 
immune to diseases in the years to come. 
 
Questions to consider: 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/report.pdf


1. What diseases are most prevalent in your nation? 
2. What is the vaccination rate of your nation for certain diseases? 
3. What public health efforts have your governments undertaken to limit the spread of 
4. diseases and to promote vaccination? 
5. If relevant, what is preventing the vaccination of people in your nation? (ex. Religious 

motivations, cost, geographic difficulties, corruption, social stigmas, etc.) 
6. How can these problems be overcome? 
7.  

Places to begin research: 
WHO Vaccinations: http://www.who.int/topics/immunization/en/ 
WHO Immunization Statistics: 
http://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/data/en/ 
 
Topic 3: Extending Adequate Healthcare to Refugee and Migrant Populations 
The early 21st century has seen the largest displacement of people since the Second World 
War. As of 2017, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees had 16.1 million 
persons under its mandate, and another 5.2 million are under the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine. However, another estimated 44 million persons are 
internationally or internally displaced from their homes, for a total of 65.6 million refugees 
and migrants globally. Large refugees’ communities existed in the Congo and Great African 
Lakes region beginning in Rwanda, 1994 and extending through the independence of South 
Sudan in 2011. The Darfur crisis is ongoing, and almost 1 million Rohingya Muslims have 
fled Myanmar’s Rakhine state since 2015 due to persecution by the Buddhist government 
to neighboring Bangladesh and live in camps. The Middle East has seen a mass exodus of 
individuals north since the Arab Spring, with 4 million Syrians, hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds, another million Iraqis, and thousands of Christian and other minority groups from 
Iraq and Syria. Many refugees are also fleeing the resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan 
and making the journey with Iraqis and Syrians to Europe as well. Many refugees move 
through Turkey or North Africa to Greece or Italy and enter the European Union before 
moving on to northern Europe. In the Americas, hundreds of thousands in Central America 
are fleeing cartels and other organized crime by moving through Mexico and on to the 
United States and Canada. So many refugees have been uprooted from their homes by 
forces outside of their control and are forced to other countries seeking political and 
economic security that they cannot receive at home; however, these journeys are 
incredibly perilous. Kidnappings are common, communities are torn apart in warzones, 
bodies are regularly pulled from the Mediterranean from overfilled boats and found in the 
Sonoran Desert as migrants cross from Mexico to the United States. 
Many migrants have not received medical care since they left their homes, and many may 
not receive any until they reach their host nation. The refugee crisis, especially form 2014 
on, accelerated so rapidly that the international community could not provide it to all that 
needed it. Elsewhere, host government cannot, or will not, pay to provide the medical care 
that refugees and migrants require. From all of this, important questions arise. 
 

http://www.who.int/topics/immunization/en/
http://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/data/en/


Questions to consider: 
1. Is your nation a host to refugees? 
2. If a refugee crisis were to occur near your nation, could your government afford to 

provide medical care to these people? Is the infrastructure in place to do so? 
3. How has the international community failed to provide adequate medical care to 

migrants? 
4. How should this be addressed today? What groundwork should be laid for the future to 

prevent such a failure in the future? 
 
Places to begin research: 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees: http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/ 
International Medical Corps: https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/emergency- 
response/refugee-crisis/ 
 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/

